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To the Honble the Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses of Virginia now met in assembly  

at the Capital in the City of Williamsburg. 

Your petitioners the freeholders of Fairfax County most humbly sheweth that whereas there was held  

an election for Burgesses in the said County at the Town of Alexandria on the 21
st
 day of April 1777  

and your petitioners finding it inconvenient to attend on that day and at that place by reason of the small  

pox raging in the Town and in every house at that time, where had we have gone, it might have been  

attended with the greatest hurt to our families and the loss of our crops of grain, being at a time when  

our plantations and farms required our greatest attention, therefore we humbly conceive that it is illegal  

and unjust for fifty or sixty voters in and for the Town of Alexandria who would safely go there  

having their families all under inoculation to chose two members to represent the County when  

we conceive there are more then three hundred voters in the said County which we are informed they  

have done.  Now we your petitioners relying on your wisdom and justice do humbly desire a redress of  

this our grievance in granting us another election near the center of the county at one Prices  

  not infected with the small pox,   

or any other place excepting ^  In the county except the Town of Alexandria where your petitioners will 

be afraid to venture for these six months to come as at that place our troops are dayly passing through  

and suffering the inoculation on their way to Head Quarters and in Justification of our petition  

we would beg your Honors to call upon Col Henry Lee of Prince William County who we are truly  

satisfied will make good our obligations in this complaint. And [illegible] Duty bound shall 

we ever pray [illegible]… 
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 I do confess that the small pox was in Alexandria also  



 in [illeg word stricken] various hamlets in the county   Philip Alexander. 
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